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5 November 1998

RECORD PRIZE FUND INCREASES ENTRIES
FOR EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS

The apnouncement of a record prize fund, on offer to athletes at the adidas
European Short Course Championships in Dacember (11-13) in Sheffield,
UK, has resulted in an influx of countries wanting to take part in the event.

The record cash incentive of 1,520,000 DM, announced last month by LEN
(Ligue Européenne de Natation). swimming’s European govemning body, has
meant that with more than a month to go pefore the closing date, a total of 36
nations have entered the event - six more than at the last Championships in
1996.

Supplying by far the largest team of the Championships is the home team,
Great Britain, who have indicated that they could enter as many as 40
athletes to the Championships. Among the GB stars expected {0 make the trip
to Sheffield are 200m fly short course world record holder James Hickman,
and Susan Rolph, who won two gold and two sitver medals at Rostock in 1996
- as well as equalling the European 200m M record.

—

: 2“ Germany have indicated that they to0 will be sending a full strength team of

ligl:l% el;rlpﬂ:'i_énenne up to 40 athletes to Sheffield in December, a team which could include Sandra
natation

Voelker who left Rostock with 2 new Eurcpean records, and a handful of gold
and silver medals. In Rostock, at the last championships, the German team
had at least one finalist in all but four of the 38 events.

gweden will enter Up to 20 athletesin @ team which could include the 50m fly
world record holder Johanna Sjoberg, who peat Voelker into second place in
both the SOm and 100m putterfly events in Rostock.

Therefore, with o many countries sending full strength teams to this year's
Championships and with a number of top athietes already committed to the

event, spectators at the Ponds Forge Intemational Gentre in Sheffield can
expect to see 8 highly competitive and entertaining competition.
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adidas European Short Course Championships
Sheffield, UK 11-13 December 1998

Participating Nations
Country | Swimmers - Country | Swimmers
Federation code M/F Federation cade M/F
| Austria AUT 3/3 | Latvia LAT E
Belarus BLR 4/2 { Lithuania LTV B8/1

Belgium BEL 418 1 Luxembourg | LUX 172
Croatia CRO 1115 {25 |Macedonia | MKD 2/2
55| Moidova MLD 411

“+ | Notherlands | NED | 10/10
Norway NOR 716
Poland POL 4/4
Portugal POR 6/4
Romania ROM 416
{ Russia RUS 1218
Slovakia SLO 6/4
| Slovenia ESP 6/6
Spain ESP 6710

3| Sweden SWE 10/10
34| Swigeriand | SUI 8/6
14571 Ukraine UKR 313

Cyprus CYP 171
Czech CZE 8/8
| Denmark DEN 215
Estonia EST 6/2
Fintand FIN 6/6
France FRA 6/6

| Germany GER 18118
| Gt Britain GBR | 20/20
Greece GRE 4/6

Hungary HUN 11/-
iceland ISL 4/5
jreland IRL 6/4
| Israel ISR 713

ltaly ITA 9/7 *1{ Yugoslavia YUG 513

Further information: contact the adidas European Short Course Championship Media Office
(Stuart Scoft or Sara Jones) at MH&P, 68 South Lambeth Road, London SW8 1RL
Tol- +44 (0) 171 820 9911 Fax: +44 (0) 171 820 9259
E-mail: mhpsport@compuserve.com
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19 September 1998

LEN ANNOUNCE RECORD CASH INCENTIVE FOR
EUROPEAN SHORT COURSE CHAMPIONSHIPS

Swimming's European goveming body LEN, (Ligue Europesnne de Natation),
has announced a huge cash prize incentive for the adidas European Short
Course Championships, which take place in Sheffield, UK, in December
{11th-13th).

The prize fund of 1,520,000 DM, which will be awarded to athletes who secure
either European or World Records during the event, marks a massive 300%
increase on the overall prize fund made availabie at the last European Short
Course Championship in Rostock, Germany in 1986.

$ven Folvik, Honorary Secretary of LEN, said that providing such a
substantial amount for both European and World records would ensure the
presence of Europe’s top swimming stars.

“We hope that the significant increase in prize money, coupled with the fact
that the Ponds Forge Intemational Pool in Sheffield is widely considered to be
one of the fastest pools in Europe, will attract the best European national
Teams and athletes to the event.

“| am sure the record prize fund will act as a major incentive and that we will
see many great performances during the event.”

The prize money - 20,000 DM for every new World and 5,000 DM for every
new European record - will be paid out for records secured in both individual
and relay events, be it heats or finais. Records must be ‘bettered’ before the
prize can be given and the new mark recognised, and there is no limit to the
number of records broken by an individual.

Further information: contact the adidas European Short Course
Championship Media Office (Stuart Scott or Sara Jones) at MH&P, 68
South Lambeth Road, London SWB 1RL
Tel: +44 (0) 171 820 9911 Fax: +44 (0} 171 820 9259
E-mail: mhpsport@cormpuserve.colm
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GREAT BRITAIN TO HOST EUROPEAN
SHORT COURSE CHAMPIONSHIP

David Sparkes, Chief Executive of the Amateur Swimmiing Federation of
Great Britain (ASFGB) has officially announced that the UK will host the
i second adidas European Short Course Championship later this year.

The coveted event, which takes place from 11-13 December at the Ponds
Forge International Centre in Sheffield, England, will attract all of Europe's top
swimming nations, and will feature some of the world's best sprinters.

Sparkes said: “| am delighted that Great Britain, and in particular Ponds Forge
in Sheffield, has been chosen to host this coveted event. it is one of the
Association’s goals to raise the profile of British swimming by bringing top
international events to this country, and to reassert ourselves as a major force
on the world stage.”

Sven Folvik, Honorary Secretary of LEN (Ligue Européenne de Natation), the
sport's European governing body, said: “LEN has awarded the ASFGB the

A J— privilege of hosting this prestigious championship in view of the excellent
t %n facilities available in Sheffield.
ligue europEenne :

de naration “Ponds Forge itself is considered by LEN experts to be one of the fastest pools

in Europe, a venue which attracts many top intemational athietes who are at
the peak of their performance and intent on securing personal bests. | think we
can expect to sea a few European Records or even some World Records.”

Wayne Coyle, Major Sports Events Manager at the Sheffield Events Unit said:
“The Ponds Forge International Pool is widely recognised as being one of the
best short course pools in the world, and we are proud to be hosting yet
another first class international sporting event in the City.”

Further information: contact the adidas European Short Course Championship
Media Office (Stuart Scolt or Sara Jones) at MH&P, 68 South Lambeth Road,
London SW8 1RL Tel: +44 (0) 171 820 9911 Fax: +44 (0) 171 820 8259

E-mail: mhpsport@compuserve.com
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